34

THE PRESERVATION OF WOOD

that part which should be regarded as the anterior surface
of boring. This portion of the shell is deeply carniated
and seems to constitute the boring apparatus. The shells
form an envelope around the external tegument of the
animal, which even surrounds the foot or part by which
it adheres to the wood. The neck is provided with
powerful muscles. The manner in which it appears to
perforate the wood is by a rotary motion of the foot, carry-
ing round the shells, and thus making those parts act as an
auger, which is kept or retained in connection with the
wood by the strong adherence of the foot. The particles
of wood removed by this continue^ action of the foot and
the valves are engorged by the animal, for between the
junction of the two large shells there is a longitudinal
fissure in the foot, which appears to be formed by a fold of
this portion of the two sides, thus forming a canal to the
oral orifices, and along which the particles of wood bored
out are conveyed to the mouth. The mouth, or entrance
to the digestive organs, is of funnel shape, and
of a soft or membraneous surface              of          en-

larged, and leading into an oesophagus which          'back-

wards towards the dorsal surface of the animal. At or
near the termination of the oesophagus there is a glandular
organ/ the use of which is possibly to             a fluid for

assisting in the digestion of the wood,1       not as has
supposed to act as a solvent, for if such were the         it
would most probably be situated at its
instead of at its termination.   At a short              bellied

this organ are two other large glandular bodies, the use of
which may also be to secrete fluid for the             of

tioru   The oesophagus terminates in a          dilatation,

1 The more general optnlott               to be          the
action of the teredo is a meelmmieal one, altfamtgk
hold it to be a chemical one              by an